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Introduction

Sierra meadows have held a special place in hunstargiand culture fomillennia, evidencetyy the
widespread presence of cultural sites throughout Sierra meaddwshe decades following the gold rush,
human use increased dramatically. Grazing, mining, logging and fire suppression significantly impacted
meadow resources,ral by 1930, the effects were being addressedbiywerestoration. Conifer removal

and brush damgFigure 1were early methods of managing meadows with a recessed water table.

In the la$ 20 years, restoration effort has increased dramatically, suppdvtepeer reviewed publications

that demonstrate substantial benefits.sA result, numerousntitiesnow promotemeadowrestoration

throughout the Sierra. Prit@and public funders who are investing in the region incldde:National Fish

and WildlifeFoundation(NFWF)the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, the Bella Vista Ftangdthe Resources

Legacy Fundind private landowars. In addition, meadow restoration is being discussed in a water supply

and water quality contexiseveral Integrated Regional WéaMI y' I 3SY Sy (it fhigglight 6 Lw2 at Q&0
restoration of degraded meadows as a key shierin goal. As interest has grown, the need for

coordination and information sharing has also grown.

Conifer Removal 1933 Brush Dams 1934

Figure 1. Early examples of meado@storationin the Sierra Nevada

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundat{dpi-WFhas taken a lead role the development ofa framework
to coordinate efforts throughout the Sierra and insure that sufficient information wilddected to
evaluate andmprove meadow restoration practice§pecific objectives for meadow restoration identified
in the NFWF Business Pl@vational ish and Wildlife Foundation 201iclude:

Increased lateseason water storage
Increased lateseason flows downstream of restored meadows

Reduction in peak flood flows downstream of restored meadows
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Increased populations of target taxa: birds, fish anghiians














































































